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CLOSER INSPECTION

GOOD IS IN THE DETAILS

Caring for the urban wild

Paula Goldberg stands in a room that at first glance could be a no-frills office ... until chirps and high-pitched
squeaks begin behind a cubicle wall. “This is baby bird land,” she says, gesturing to the incubators housing tiny
robins and sparrows. They are a small sampling of the estimated 1,100 D.C.-area wild animals that City
Wildlife (15 Oglethorpe St. NW, 202-882-1000, www.cttywildlife.org) has treated since it opened a
rehabilitation center in the District in July 2013. Here, executive director Goldberg and wildlife biologist

Abby Hehmeyer give a behind-the-scenes look. — Kris Coronado

“There are people in Washington
who go, ‘What wild animals?’
Many of them are the mallard
ducks, the water fowl, the pigeons,
the sparrows, squirrels,” Goldberg
says. About half the animals
brought in survive — pretty high,
considering “a lot of the animals
that come in are in such severe
condition,” Hehmeyer says.

Atrio of chimney swift nestlings
were brought in by a Georgetown
resident and are so small they need
to be fed crickets and mealworms
by tweezers. “As they get older, they
actually catch live prey in the air,”
Hehmeyer says.

A syringe outfitted with a nipple
instead of a needle is used to feed
a baby squirrel a blend of warm
water, puppy formula and a milk
replacer that is made for the likes
of squirrels, cottontails and
possums.

Each month, City Wildlife orders
boxes of live crickets shipped
overnight from Louisiana.
Containing a thousand per box, the
crickets are frozen to be defrosted
later as food for a wide array of
baby birds. Goldberg estimates they
ordered 25,000 crickets in June.

This baby squirrel was first
brought to a vet hospital in Laurel,
Md., by someone who had mistaken
it for a puppy. Just over a week old,
it was initially cocooned in blankets
and kept in an incubator. “They're
ready to be released around 12
weeks,” Hehmeyer says.

One of the most popular medicine
flavors among the animals is tutti
frutti, Goldberg says. It makes
doxycycline, which fights bacterial
infections, palatable. “It's a
universally liked flavor,” says
Goldberg. “Across species ...
everybody likes it.”

# SMIART TIP Callbefore bringing an animal to City Wildlife: Sometimes “the animal doesn’t need to be brought to us at all,” Hehmeyer says.
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