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Closer Inspection

The Turn the
Mill Around
Campaign added
beams and
rods to keep
the building from
collapsing,.

A large iron wheel inside
the mill connects to the water
wheel outside, which was
fed by water diverted from
the Broad Run tributary. The
mill ground corn and wheat
brought in by Shenandoah
Valley farmers.

Ground in history
In Va., an old mill's past and future

shipped abroad. By 1858, Jonathan
Chapman’s great-great-grandson John
had expanded the mill. Business was
brisk, work was steady. ... Then came
the Civil War.

Archaeologist Kay McCarron says
John Chapman was used as a hostage
on trains when the Union controlled
the nearby tracks. With him on board,
Confederate raiders such as John
Mosby and his men wouldn’t attack the
train, she says.
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Corn and wheat. War and peace.
Each pair played a significant part
in the formation and disintegration
of Chapman’s Mill, the hollow stone
structure along Interstate 66 West
near Haymarket. Built between 1737
and 1742 by Jonathan Chapman and
son Nathaniel, the mill (now also
known as Beverley Mill) was a beacon
of industrialization, later sending its
wares by train to Alexandria to be

At the mill, listed on the
National Regjster of
Historic Places, arson
destroyed the wooden
floors, staircases
and mill equipment
that had been on
the property.

The mill sits on the border of Prince William
and Fauquier counties. When Fauquier County
was carved out of the large Prince William
County in 1759, “they used the mill as one of
the boundary markers,” McCarron says.

In the 1850s, the three-story mill expanded

to seven stories, making it the tallest stacked-
stone building in the country, McCarron says.

Today it's 5Y2 stories.

The small building
in front of the
mill was the mill
store, built in
1937, where flour
and cornmeal
were sold. In later
years, itwas a
post office and a
gas station.

The mill continued operating under
various owners into the 1950s, but the
structure was destroyed in 1998 — a
victim of arson, officials determined.
McCarron, executive director of the
Turn the Mill Around Campaign (www.
chapmansmill.org), aims to right that
wrong. By next summer, the nonprofit
group aims to turn the site, which
youll find along the trails adjacent
to the Bull Run Mountains, into a
historical park.

OCTOBER 2, 2011 | THE WASHINGTON POST MAGAZINE 5



